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INTRODUCTION

As the Visit Marple pamphlet prepared by the Marple Business Forum so
rightly says:

oincreasingly, Marple is attracting visitors from a wider area, drawn by the
colourful array of canal boats, opportunities for countryside walks and the
thriving shopping centre.

What other town in the region has more to offer than Marple? We cannot think

of one that can boast two railway stations, its own theatre, a cinema,

swimming pool, bustling pubs, café bars and restaurants (and even t wo brass
bands) . Add to that its countryside setting
in the Green Belt), the network of picturesque canals and its huge variet y of
independent shops and we believe we have something special to shout about. 0

However, the Marple Civic Society an d many other local stakeholders and
members of the community believe that Marple could and should be
improved even further.

Many places o f interest in Marple are under  -exploited and need developing
for tourism, recreation and community purposes

The town was very much shaped by 18 t century entrepreneur s Samuel
Oldknow and Richard Arkwright . During this time  Oldknow changed the
face of Ma rple beyond all recognition, being the chief architect and driving

force in the development and industrialisation of the area. Along with his
mill at Mellor he was responsible for the bui Iding of roads, bridges, coal
mines and housing for his workers. He was also instrumental in the
construction of the  Peak Forest Canal .

Notable engineers of the time, namely Benjamin Outram and Nicholas
Brown, also played an important role in the making of Marple.

Their story and the history of the construction of the canals, tram ways and
railways needs to be told and their many legacies need to be protected and
enhanced. This is important not only for local residents but would also
attract visitors from outside Marple.

Marple needs a museum to present its history. An abundance of historical
artefacts are held locally but none of them are on display, due to the lack of
suitable facilities

The potential for recreational activities in the area also needs to be exploited.
The canals and th e nearby River Goyt are ideal for canoeing & kayaking.
The Peak Forest and Macclesfield Canal s are an integral part of the  Cheshire
Ring cruising circ uit and considered one of the most attractive in Britain
There is considerable potential for cycling activities, of all types and at all
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http://www.marple-uk.com/Mellormillx.htm
http://www.marple-uk.com/PeakFor.htm

levels and w onderful walks can be enjoyed in any direction!! There is a rich
network of 12 b ridleways in Marple (a third of the bridleways in Stockport)
linking to designated local and national bridleway routes , making it a perfect

destination for horse riding holidays. Two local livery stables have recently
provided accommodation for both horses and riders.

This report describes the places of interest in Marple which the Civic Society
believes should be improved/dev eloped and suggestions are made for
suitable interventions.

A key factor in the overall vision for Marple is the Wharf: the hub of the
canal system in the town. Full advantage should be taken of the
opportunities arising from British Waterways no longer needing its facilities

at the Wharf by developing the site for tourism, recreation and community
purposes.

A description is given below of Marple Civic Soci etyods proposal s
development of the Wharf  and the canal system in Marple.

The purpose of this report is to describe the enormous potential in Marple for

presenting and exploiting the part played by canals in the development of

this canal town, with the aim of deveDapQutinilarpe & whi ch
would encompass all its places of interest, and be important for local

residents and visitors alike.
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Where better to start O0A Day O

than at Marple Wharf

Marple Wharf lies at the junction of the Lower Peak Forest Canal (which
runs to Ashton), the Upper Peak Forest Canal (which heads off to Whaley
Bridge and Bugsworth Basin) and the Macclesfield Canal  (which leads to
Poynton and beyond ).

The Upper Peak Forest Canal was recently included in a ca nal boating
magazine under 010 greardrelersedmpies®, omagi c al
the canal clings precariously to the side of the Goyt Vall ey6 (Waterways
World, June 2009 )

Heading off from the Wharf along the Lower Peak Forest Canal , one
immediately encounters a flight of 16 locks, dropping the canal 209 feet (63

m). Each lock is between 13 and 14 feet (3.9 0 4.2 m) deep and the se are the
second deepest locks in the country.

The Macclesfield Canal was one of the last narrow canals to be built, and

was actually nearly built as a railway! Its route was surveyed by Thomas
Telford.
Add in the colourful sight of traditional canal boats and these canals provide

a unique attraction , all for free! The canal s can be enjoyed on foot or by bike
from the tow path , or by boat o r canoe.

The th ree stretches of canal which meet at the Marple Wharf Junction and
whic h are to be considered in  this report are:

1 - Marple Wharf to Brickbridge (Upper Peak Forest Cana )
2 - Marple Wharfto Aqueduct (Lower Peak Forest Canal o Cheshire Ring )
3 - Marple Wharf to Goyt Mill  (Macclesfield Canal & Cheshire Ring)

Brickbridge, the Aqueduct and Goyt Mill form the three gateways to Marple
with Marple Wharf at the Centre.
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CANALS

1. Marple Wharf 9 Brick bridge (Upper Peak F orest Canal)
Lime Kilns

The site and remains of Marpleds Lime Kilns
of national importance but there is little to see today since it was bricked up in

the 1970s. It is one of only 6 scheduled ancient monuments in the Stock port
borough (4 being located in the Marple area). The Lime Kilns themselves were

part of a huge industrial complex with a canal arm that has since been filled in

and numerous buildings, some that have been demolished but several that

have been turned into  unique private dwellings. The drawing below shows how

busy this area once was.

A full history of the Lime Kilns is available at : www.marple -
uk.com/limekilns.htm

Photographs, including some taken shortly before the bricking up, are featured
on the Marple Website Virtual Tour at:
http://visitmarple.co.uk/photos/thumbnails.php?album=22

The photo above left is from a glass slide owned by the Marple Website dated
around 1900 and the photo on the right was taken in 2009. The open
feature on the left in the new picture can be seen in the centre of the older
photo, showing just how much of the original structure has been lost.

Marple Civic Society 0 January 2010



Without careful inv  estigation it will be difficult to determine what can be done
with the remains of the Lime Kilns and due to its scheduled ancient monument
status any work will have to be conducted with great care and control and will

need to be approved by English Heritag e. It could be expected to last several
years.

In the 197 Os the Limekilns were bricked up and the area landscaped. The
buildings had become unsafe - we now have an opportunity to think again and
do something more appropriate with them

Suggestions :

The Lime Kilns should become the site of a formal archaeological
investigation, similar to that conducted at Mellor Church, to ensure
maximum recovery of historical artefacts and minimum damage and
disruption to the historic fabric.

The dig should exten d to the land surrounding the kilns as far as
practicable.

The archaeological i nvestigations should have the  objective of establishing
the best way to maximise safe access to the public, both during the work

and after it is completed.

Historical artefacts discov  ered should be exhibited locally .

A short heritage trail guide around the site of the Lime Kilns between Lock

13 (where the start of the old canal arm can still be seen) and Lock 16 (Top

Lock) could be created using old photographs and artistic interpreta tion.
This would enable people to visualise the present day buildings in their
original settings

Roman Lakes 0 Brickbridge 8AIl 1 Saintsd& Chur ch
This historic route was followed by the app
Mellor Mill when they attended Sunda y services at All Saintds

The route starts at Bottoms Hall and crossed the Goyt close to the site of the
mill. From there the path winds up the hillside to Strines Road and on to
Brickbridge.

Just over the bridge there is a capped -off coal mine shaft and the famous
Opee stonesd where, It i's said, the boys hai
the final stretch to the church.

Suggestions:

- Provide signposting and information boards
- Prepare leaflet guided walk
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2. Marple Wharf 0 Aqueduct (Lower Peak Forest Canal & Cheshire Ring)

Memorial Park

The |l and for Mar ple's oOWar Memor i al Par ko
1922, in memory of the local men who fell in the Great War 1914 o 1918.
Al t hough the oWar o6 in its nmnmeoenttmesthefpak | en o

has remained true to its original purpose whilst also taking its place at the
heart of the local community. The park now plays host to the annual Carnival
and bi -annual Locks Festival celebrations, which are both attended by large
numbers of visitors.

The park provides a wide range of outdoor leisure facilities for all ages, but is
also an oasis of calm for those who wish to relax and explore nature. The
park has been awarded the prestigious Green Flag Award for the last six
years, demonstrating that it already reaches the high standards required by
the Civic Trust, yet there are still many opportunities for further
improvements too.

The Peak Forest Canal runs  the full length of its boundary forming an
excellent backdrop to this  fine park. The park once had even stronger links
with the canal than it does today, as there was a canal arm running through

it to the local mill. Although this was filled in some years ago the land used

is still available and there would be an opportunity to bring the canal back
into the park and create additional moorings for narrow boats at the heart of
Mar pl eds central shopping area.
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The photo on the left shows the bridge  along the Lower Peak Forest C anal at
the start of the canal arm leading to Hollins Mill. Looking at the picture on

the right there is no sign o f the canal arm today. Possett B ridge at Stockport
Road is situated just before the bend in the canal.

The park is already home t o clihid)seniora@teensds | i br .
hall, scout hut and police station with plan s afo ot to add Marpl eds
Band to its list of residents by converting an original park lodge into a band

practice room. It is also the obvious site for a Community Halland  Museum

with the council owned Hollins House providing the ideal central locatio n for

such a development.

Friends of Marple Memorial Park are an active group that have made many
improvements since their formation in 2004 and would be keen to support
suitable  developments in the park. To learn more  visit
www.marplememorialpark.org.uk

Suggestions :

- Reinstate the old canal arm into the park and create additional moorings
with access to Marplebds shopping centre.
- Convert some or all of Hollins House into a Commun ity Hall and
Museum.
- Add disabled toilets and increase accessibility.
- Add a bandstand to create a focal point for concerts and entertainment

and to |link with Marpleds Brass Bandsd new
- Create a significant monument to Samuel Oldknow, the industrialist who
built the canals and transformed the area. (Bronze statu e or similar).

- Extend and upgrade the small but well used skate park and ramp.
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Add teen oO0assault coursed6 type adventure pl
Provide outdoor fithess equipment.
Resurface the basketball court.

Brabyns Park - Iron Bridge

The grade Il listed Iron  Bridge in Brabyns Park has recently been restored by

a Community led / Council partnership with Heritage Lottery funding to
secure its future. This included 3D and audio -visual exhibits in the
Stockport Story Museum

Alongside the Iron Bridge isaform er gatekeeperods cottage tI
owned but currently empty and up for sale. The cottage has limited potential

as a residential property due to its location and access and is rapidly

becoming derelict.

The Iron Bridge provides a well  -used link bet ween Marple and Compstall for
walkers, cyclists and horse riders as part of the Multi -Modal Trail and the
park itself is very popular with dog walkers and has easily accessible links

with the canal. The river is also well used for fishing and canoeing.

The park currently has no facilities for refreshments or public toilets.

The purchase and restoration of Iron Bridge Cottage would present an ideal
opportunity to create a small visitor information centre with a café that could
include similar exhibits to t he Stockport Story Museum. The cottage
includes a stone patio with exceptional views of the historic Iron Bridge and

would provide a very attractive outdoor setting for taking refreshments for

much of the year.

To read more about the Iron Bridge and Braby ns Park visit:
www.marple -uk.com/ironbridge
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